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(54) Title: RETURN SYSTEM FOR LOST ID CARDS 

(57) Abstract: 
[Issue] 

To realize a return system for ID cards, which can be carried regardless of the conven- 
tional storage mode, and is devised to return safely to its owner when it is lost. 

[Solution means] 

In the longitudinal direction part of a cash card or credit card (1), which is issued to the 
client of an organization that has the database, and which can be stored in one's purse or wal- 
let, a hole 2 is drilled that engages key holder 5. Display body 3, regarding the organization, 
is formed on the surface of ID card 1 and the bar code for the ID number, etc., for identifica- 
tion assigned to the cash client is formed at a position that does not overlap with hole 2, on the 
back side of the ID card 1 . 
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Corrections were made in the entire body of the specification. The translated text is the 
translation of the corrected version. 

CORRECTIONS 

Submitted on: January 31, 2000 

Correction 1: 

Item corrected: Specification 
Correction subject: Entire 
Method of correction: Change 

Contents of the correction: 

Name of the document: Specification 

Title of the invention: RETURN SYSTEM FOR LOST ID CARDS 

Patent Claims 
[Claim 1] 

Return system for lost ID cards, in which a hole is made in the card body to engage with a key 
holder, said card body being narrower than a cash card or credit card, that is issued to the 
client of the organization that has the database, displays the said organization and is storable in 
a purse or wallet; the said card body does not contain the name, address, etc., of the client 
who owns the card body, but the contact, etc., at the said organization displayed on it, and it 
has the code or bar code of an ID number for identification assigned to each client displayed 
on it. An IC chip on which such code is recorded is attached to it, and the system has a 
database means that records the code assigned to the said client, which is used by the said 
organization, and comprises multiple networked databases, including the name, address, etc., 
of the said client. When the person who picks up the said ID card hands the said ID card over 
to the offices of the said organization or sends the same ID card to the organization via the 
postal service, the organization uses the said database means, searches for the owner of the ID 
card and notifies the owner of the return/recovery of the ID card. 
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Detailed explanation of the invention 
[0001] 

Technical area of the invention 

This invention relates to a return system for lost ID cards that safely returns the ID 
card which is issued by a rental video store or rental CD store, etc., and is carried by the card 
owner. 

[0002] 

Conventional technology 

Conventionally, a membership card issued by a video or CD rental store, etc., has the 
same width as a cash card or credit card for the convenience of portability and it is stored in 
the purse or wallet just like cash or credit cards. 

[0003] 

Problems this invention intends to solve 

When a wallet is lost, the wallet with cash is seldom reported as a lost item, so that the 
card is seldom returned to the owner, even if the card is almost worthless to the person who 
has found it. Also, when a membership card is lost, although the card may be returned to the 
membership organization, carrying the membership card in a wallet that is of the same width 
as a cash or credit card is not convenient. 

[0004] 

Therefore, the purpose of this invention is to realize a system to return lost ID cards 
that is portable, independent of a purse or wallet, i.e. ,of a conventional storage mode. 

[0005] 

Means to solve the problem 

To achieve the above purpose, the lost ID card return system of this invention is a 
return system for lost ID cards, in which a hole is made in the card body to engage with a key 
holder, said card body being narrower than a cash card or credit card, that is issued to the 
client of the organization, which has the database, displays the said organization and is 
storable in a purse or wallet; the said card body does not contain the name, address, etc., of 
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the client who owns the card body, but the contact, etc., the said organization displayed on it, 
and it has the code or bar code of an ID number for identification assigned to each client 
displayed on it. An IC chip that records such code is attached to it, and the system has a 
database means that records the code assigned to the said client, which is used by the said 
organization and comprises multiple networked databases, including the name, address, etc., 
of the said client. When the person who picks up the said ID card hands the said ID card over 
to the offices of the said organization or sends the same ID card to the organization via the 
postal service, the organization uses the said database means, searches for the owner of the ID 
card and notifies the owner of the return/recovery of the ID card. 

[0006] 

Practical embodiment of the invention 

Figure 1 shows the usage condition of a 1st practical example of this invention and, in 
the figure, 1 is an ID card, 2 is a hole drilled in the longitudinal direction of ID card 1, 3 is a 
display body, such as the name, phone number, etc., of the membership organization, such as 
a video or CD rental store, etc., which is placed at a position that does not overlap hole 2 on 
the surface of ID card 1, 4 is the bar code showing the membership number of the said 
organization, which is printed on the back of ID card 1 in Figure 2, i.e., ID number for 
identification, 5 is a ring-like key holder that engages with hole 2 of ID card 1 and 6 is a key 
that engages with key holder 5. 

[0007] 

In this invention, ID card 1 has a width of approximately 50% of a cash or credit card 
in a shorter direction and a width approximately 60-70% in the longer direction. It is made of 
plastic or paper laminated with plastic. Hole 2 of the ID card 1 is drilled near one longitudinal 
end so that it does not overlap with display body 3 on the surface of ID card 1 or bar code 4 
on the back of the card, but the distance between the hole 2 and the edge is set at a proper 
distance because hole 2 will rip if it is too near the edge. 

[0008] 

The name, store name, logo type or contact, etc., of the membership organization are 
printed as display body 3 on the surface of ID card 1 . Attributes of the client, who is the 
owner of this ID card 1, i.e. name, address, etc., are not displayed on this ID card 1. This is 
for security since a residential lock can be opened by key 6, when key 6 is lost together with 
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the ID card 1 , in the event the ID card 1 reveals the address of the home of the owner 
involved. 

[0009] 

As shown in Figure 2, bar code 4, showing the membership number of the 
organization, which has the database, is displayed on the back of ID card 1 A symbol, 
numeral, etc. , can be shown other than bar code 4, but, preferably, it is in the form of a non- 
coated readable one, such as of a magnetic card and, in this respect, a two-dimensional bar 
code or letter code, etc., which is readable by OCR, is preferred. 

[0010] 

A normal cash card or credit card needs to be of a certain size because its magnetized 
part is inserted for reading, but in the case of ID card 1 of this practical example, it suffices to 
scan its bar code over the scanner or to insert or approach the card reader if the ID card has an 
IC chip, mentioned later. Therefore, it can be of approximately half the size of a normal cash 
or credit card, for easier portability. 

[0011] 

Figure 3 shows an ID card of a 2nd practical example. A thin and small IC chip 8 is 
mounted on this ID card 7 instead of bar code 4, for use as so-called IC card, as in the 1st 
practical example. This ID card also can be read in a static condition or no contact condition, 
similarly to abovementioned bar code 4, and, since altering of the data recorded data on it is 
difficult, its security is better than that of a magnetic card. Here, also, a hole 2 for the key 
holder, is drilled in the longitudinal direction of this ID card 7. 

[0012] 

Incidentally, in the above practical example, display body 3 is formed for organization 
on the ID card and bar code 4 or IC chip 8 is mounted on the back, but this is merely an 
example, so display body 3, bar code 4 or IC chip 8 can all be mounted together on the 
surface of the ID card or a message to the person who picks up the card can be displayed, such 
as "in case of finding this card, please contact the address given below". A "reward will be 
given", etc., can be written on the back. 



6 



[0013] 

Figure 4 explains the lost ID card return system that uses the ID card of this invention. 
In the figure, 9 is a database means that records the attributes, such as name, address, etc., of 
the client, which is located at data control section 1 1 of organization 10, which has the 
database. Numeral 12 is a location, such as a video or CD rental store, etc., that belongs to 
the organization 10 which is network-connected to 10, and 13 is the owner of said ID card 1 
(7), who is a member of organization 10 and is registered in said database means 9. 

[0014] 

First, the owner 13 of this ID card 1 (7) loses key 6 and ID card 1 (7) engaged with 
key holder 5 and the person who found it reports it to location 12 of nearby organization 10 by 
looking at display body 3 on the surface of ID card 1 (7), or organization 10 sends a return 
envelope, etc. to the person who picked up the lost item, if the organization 10 receives a 
report via telephone, etc., and requests return of ID card 1 (7) (including key 6 and key holder 
5) to the control section of organization 10. When base 12 or the control section of 
organization 10 receives ID card 1 (7), it uses database means 9 to obtain the address of the 
member who owns ID card 1 (7) and tells owner 13 of the arrival of ID 1 (7) and key 6. 

[0015] 

Numeral 14 in Figure 4 is the mailbox that is used as the other return route for the 
picked-up ID card 1 (7) (including key holder 5 and key 6) and 15 is the postal system that 
uses this mailbox. That is, it is a means devised not to tax the good will of the person who 
picked up the lost item and reported it to the organization. Furthermore, the person who 
picked up the lost item, i.e., the ID card, simply places it in mailbox 14 to return ID card 1 
(7) to organization 10 or the proper base 12, etc. The rest is the same as in the above- 
mentioned practical example. Incidentally, in this return system, an agreement that placement 
of the ID card in mailbox 14 requires its return to organization 10 must be put into effect, in 
advance, of course, between postal system 15 and organization 10. 

[0016] 

Incidentally, in the above practical example, the ID card is approximately 1/3 the size 
of a conventional cash or credit card, but this is not limiting and any portable size suffices. 
Also, an ID card of conventional size can be issued as the parent card and ID card 1 (7), for 
carrying, can be issued simultaneously as a child card. 
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[0017] 

Also, in the above practical example, the ID card is issued by a membership 
organization, such as a video or CD rental store, but this system can be applied to the ID card 
of a hospital, clinic, beauty parlor, etc., or another ID card issued by the organization, which 
has the database. 

[0018] 

Effect of the invention 

As detailed above, in this invention, a hole for a key holder is drilled in a card body 
with a width smaller than that of a cash or credit card, which is issued by the organization, 
which has the database, to the client for storing in a purse or wallet. A code or bar code such 
as an ID number for identification, assigned to each client, is displayed in the said card body 
or an IC chip with the said code is mounted on the card body so that the client can be 
identified easily by the ID card of this invention, even if its width is smaller than that of a cash 
or credit card, and the card body can be carried easily by engaging it with the key holder 
without depending on conventional storage modes, such as purse or wallet. 

[0019] 

Furthermore, the card body displays the contact of the organization without displaying 
the attributes, such as name, address, etc., of the card owner so that such attribute data of the 
client are not revealed, even if the ID card is lost and the possibility of its return to the owner 
is thus increased. 

[0020] 

The organization searches for the owner of the ID card by use of the database means 
simply by receiving the picked-up ID card at any one of the bases of the organization, and it 
can notify the ID card owner of recovery of the card. Thereby, it is highly probable that the 
ID card and the key holder involved can be returned safely to the owner. 

[0021] 

The person who picked up the ID card sends it to the organization by placing it in a 
mailbox at the base point at which the ID card is deposited. The ID card is returned to the 
organization through the postal system without taxing the good will of the person who picked 
up the card. 
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Brief explanation of the figures 

Figure 1 is a usage condition of the ID card of the 1st practical example of this 
invention. 

Figure 2 is a view of the back face of the ID card of the 1st practical example of this 
invention. 

Figure 3 is a view of the back face of the ID card of the 2nd practical example of this 
invention. 

Figure 4 explains the system for return of the lost ID card of this invention. 

Explanation of the codes 

1 - ID card 

2 - hole _ 

3 - display body 

4 - bar code 

5 - key holder 

6 - key 

7 - ID card 

8 - IC chip 

9 - database means 

10 - organization 

1 1 - data control section 

12 - base (base point) 

13 - owner 

14 - mailbox 

15 - postal system 
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